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Sufaat fit the bill. In 1987, he graduated 

from California State University at Sac-
ramento with a bachelors degree in biologi-
cal sciences and a minor in chemistry. In 
2001, Sufaat put his degree to work for al 
Qaeda. The 9/11 Commission found that he 
spent ‘‘several months attempting to cul-
tivate anthrax for al Qaeda in a laboratory 
he helped set up near the Kandahar airport,’’ 
which was then a key facility controlled by 
Osama bin Laden. 

Batarfi met Sufaat during this time period. 
During one of Batarfi’s ARB hearings, the 

following allegation was read aloud: ‘‘In mid- 
August 2001, [Batarfi] met a Malaysian 
microbiologist in Kandahar at the Hap 
Habbash guesthouse. This microbiologist 
wanted to equip a lab and train the Afghans 
to test blood.’’ 

Batarfi did not deny the allegation, instead 
he offered this answer: ‘‘He was a student, he 
was not a microbiologist. He wanted to com-
plete his studies and he asked me [for help]. 
He was only here for four months and had 
wanted to learn from the people in the hos-
pital how to used (sic) blood-testing equip-
ment. He asked me if he could purchase this 
medical equipment from Pakistan because in 
Afghanistan there were not any facilities to 
purchase it. I told him we could purchase it 
through [the] al Wafa Office and donate it to 
the hospital instead of you getting the 
money from yourself.’’ 

One of the board members then asked, 
‘‘What kind of medical equipment?’’ Batarfi 
responded: ‘‘It was [a] centrifuge, anti pla-
centa for blood groupings; it was [an] auto-
clave for blood spacement. It was very sim-
ple equipment. He said it was approximately 
$5000.’’ 

Later, during that same ARB session, the 
following allegation was read: ‘‘The Detainee 
told another al Wafa volunteer to purchase 
four to five thousand United States Dollars 
worth of medical equipment for the Malay-
sian microbiologist.’’ 

Again, Batarfi responded: ‘‘. . . I told the 
Malaysian microbiologist, if you want to 
purchase the $5000 worth of items for the lab 
it is better to purchase it through al Wafa 
and you give the money to Afghanistan to 
me and then send it to Pakistan because it is 
unsafe.’’ 

Note that Batarfi did not deny meeting 
with the ‘‘Malaysian microbiologist,’’ who is 
most likely Sufaat, or that he authorized al 
Wafa’s purchase of lab equipment for him. 
Instead, he claimed that the microbiologist 
was only a ‘‘student’’ who ‘‘wanted to com-
plete his studies.’’ Moreover, Batarfi said the 
equipment was for supposedly innocuous 
blood-testing. 

But Sufaat was no student at the time. 
Sufaat had graduated from California State 
years earlier. And al Qaeda tasked Sufaat 
with finding a way to manufacture anthrax, 
which is not an assignment that would be 
given to a mere student. Batarfi’s ties to 
Sufaat are particularly troubling because, 
after the September 11 attacks, U.S. authori-
ties found that al Qaeda’s biological and 
chemical weapons programs were far more 
advanced than previously suspected. It is 
certainly plausible, if not likely given the al-
legations made against Batarfi while he was 
at Gitmo, that the equipment Batarfi agreed 
to purchase for Sufaat was part of this pro-
gram—possibly to test blood for anthrax in-
fections. 

Batarfi was aware of how serious the alle-
gations concerning Sufaat were. During the 
same hearing, Batarfi protested: 

‘‘They put my case with the Malaysian guy 
because he was a microbiologist. But now I 
found they claim he was [in the] anthrax 
field. So I did not know anything about this 
charge. He was a student who did not com-
plete his studies and he was in Afghanistan 

for only four months to work with the tech-
nicians about the lab test.’’ 

Thus, Batarfi’s own testimony indicates he 
met with and approved the purchase of 
equipment for al Qaeda’s anthrax scientist. 
Batarfi’s denials were only tailored to con-
vey his own supposed ignorance of what was 
really going on. But there is no reason we 
should take Batarfi’s excuses at face value. 
Batarfi’s denials are tissue-thin. 

Indeed, Batarfi made a number of similar 
admissions in the context of hollow denials 
during his hearings at Gitmo. Batarfi admit-
ted he purchased cyanide, but claimed it was 
for dental fillings. He admitted he worked 
for al Wafa, but claimed the al Qaeda-des-
ignated charity wasn’t really an al Qaeda 
front. Batarfi admitted that he met with bin 
Laden in the Tora Bora Mountains in No-
vember 2001. But, Batarfi claimed, he sent a 
letter to someone (he does not say to whom) 
asking to meet with the ‘‘head of the moun-
tain’’ and, somewhat magically, just hap-
pened to get a face-to-face sit down with the 
world’s most wanted terrorist—at Tora Bora, 
in November of 2001—you know, when the 
whole world was looking for him. This was 
the second time Batarfi claims to have acci-
dentally met bin Laden. The first time came 
at a funeral in Kabul when, again, bin Laden 
just happened upon the scene. Batarfi also 
admitted he stayed at various al Qaeda and 
Taliban guesthouses, but says he didn’t real-
ize they were facilities associated with 
Osama bin Laden at the time. Finally, 
Batarfi met the Taliban’s health minister in 
2001 because, well, that’s just the sort of 
thing an al Wafa employee would do. 

The bottom line is this: Congressman Wolf 
has good reasons to think Batarfi was in-
volved in al Qaeda’s anthrax program. Bren-
nan says he has a classified assessment 
showing otherwise. The Obama administra-
tion should release it, so we can see how the 
detainee task force reached this conclusion. 
Did the task force take Batarfi’s empty deni-
als at face value? 

In the meantime, there is plenty of evi-
dence in the unclassified files, which are 
freely available online, showing that Bren-
nan is wrong. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF CHILDHELP 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 2, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Childhelp and to 
congratulate them on their 50th Anniversary. 

Childhelp is one of the premier national or-
ganizations dedicated to leading the fight 
against child abuse and neglect. Founded in 
1959 by Sara O’Meara and Yvonne 
Fedderson, Childhelp’s approach focuses on 
prevention, intervention and treatment. The 
Childhelp National Child Abuse Hotline oper-
ates 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and 
receives calls from throughout the United 
States, Canada, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Puer-
to Rico and Guam. Childhelp’s programs and 
services also include residential treatment 
services; children’s advocacy centers; thera-
peutic foster care; group homes; child abuse 
prevention, education and training; and the 
National Day of Hope, part of National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month every April. Several 
of Childhelp’s programs were firsts and con-
tinue to be studied by professionals worldwide 
as ‘‘models that work.’’ 

Sara O’Meara and Yvonne Fedderson con-
tinue to actively lead the organization and pro-
vide its vision, serving as Chairman/CEO and 
President, respectively. Their humanitarian 
commitment has been recognized throughout 
the world; Sara and Yvonne were nominated 
for the Nobel Peace Prize for three consecu-
tive years, 2005, 2006 and 2007. 

It is impossible to know how many lives 
have been touched by Childhelp, how many 
children protected, how many families 
strengthened. Although exact numbers may be 
difficult to identify, it is clear that Childhelp has 
filled a critical role in child abuse prevention 
and education. It would not have been pos-
sible for Childhelp to achieve its many suc-
cesses without the dedication and commitment 
of their volunteers. They are the heart and 
soul of the organization; they are the links that 
keep the chain strong. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in thanking Childhelp, especially the volun-
teers of this incredible organization, for their 
commitment to the most vulnerable members 
of our society, our children. I also ask that my 
colleagues join me in congratulating Childhelp 
on the occasion of its Golden Anniversary. 
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IN HONOR OF BISHOP DR. AUDREY 
F. BRONSON 

HON. JOE SESTAK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 2, 2010 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, the great 
Marian Anderson once said, ‘‘Leadership 
should be born out of the understanding of the 
needs of those who would be affected by it.’’ 
In recognition of her investiture as the first 
woman President of the Black Clergy of Phila-
delphia and Vicinity, I would like to honor an 
extraordinary individual who personifies the 
‘‘understanding leader’’ Ms. Anderson de-
scribed, Bishop Dr. Audrey F. Bronson. 

At the age of 14, this remarkable woman 
was called to begin her vocation as a preach-
er. In 1975, she was inspired to establish the 
Sanctuary Church of the Open Door serving 
the community of West Philadelphia. In Sep-
tember 1978, the successful Sanctuary Chris-
tian Academy was founded to produce stu-
dents skilled in reading, writing, mathematics, 
language arts and computer science. Other 
ministries at the church include Sanctuary 
Bible Institute; Sanctuary Family Resource 
Center and Referral Service; Sanctuary Chris-
tian Day Camp; Dunlap Apartment Complex; 
and Sanctuary Outreach Ministries. 

Bishop Bronson’s spirituality, extraordinary 
intellect and selfless nature reflect the nur-
turing of her loving and learned parents and 
brother. Her father, Dr. Uriah Perry Bronson, 
was a minister and pastor of churches and 
principal of several schools in Florida. Her 
mother and step-mother were both teachers 
and church workers. Her brother, Dr. Oswald 
P. Bronson, a United Methodist minister, was 
pastor of several churches and President of 
the Interdenominational Theological Center in 
Atlanta, Georgia. He recently retired as Presi-
dent, Bethune-Cookman College, Daytona 
Beach, Florida and currently serves as Presi-
dent, Edward Waters College, Jacksonville, 
Florida. 

Dr. Bronson received her bachelor of 
science degree in elementary education from 
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